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Farmingville, NY - O n O ctober 25 , Supervisor Ed  Romaine  was  joined  by  C ounc ilwomen Jane  Bonner and  C onnie
Kepert  to  celebrate  the  Long  Is land  C hapter  of  the  National  Soc iety  C olonial  Dames  XV II  C entury  his toric
recognition  of  the  Davis  House  in  C oram.  P ic tured  are  A ssemblyman  Ed  Henness ey,  A ssemblyman  Steve
Englebright, C ounc ilwoman  Kepert, National  Soc iety  C olonial  Dames  Seventeenth  C entury, LI  C hapter  P res ident
Betsy Bloomer, Supervisor Romaine and C ounc ilwoman Bonner.

The Davis  House was  built in the 1750s , and for over 250  years  it was  owned by direc t male descendents  of Foulk
Davis  who  arrived  in  Southampton in  1642. A ccording  to  local  his torian  Davis  E rhardt, the  original  owner of the
house was  probably E lijah Davis  (1727-1802) who kept a tavern-inn. Beginning in the 1790s , the house served for
80  years  as  the seat of the Town of Brookhaven government. The inn was  also used as  a temperance house in the
mid-1800s . By 1890, all  commerc ial use ceased and it became solely a private res idence. O n A pril  15 , 1986, the
Brookhaven Town Board des ignated the house as  an offic ial town landmark, c iting it as  one of the town's  most his toric
s truc tures . I t was  dec lared a New York State landmark in 2000 and a National Landmark in 2001.

"P reservation  of our his toric  landmarks  connec ts  us  to  the  pas t  and  defines  who  we  are  today,"  said  Supervisor
Romaine. "The Davis  House is  an essential  part of Brookhaven's  his tory  and I  commend our P arks  Department for
taking the lead in res toring this  great building. I t will once again serve as  a central meeting point in the community,
jus t as  it was  throughout its  long and dis tinguished his tory."

C ounc ilwoman Bonner said, "I t's  remarkable how far we have come when you cons ider that this  house sat in dis repair
for so many years  and was  nearly forgotten. A t one time this  was  the center of town government and it deserved much
more  than that. I  thank  all  the  people  who  worked hard to  make  sure  that  this  house  was  res tored to  its  original
beauty."

"I  was  proud to attend the ceremony des ignating the Davis  Town Meeting House as  a H is toric  Landmark by the Long
Is land  C hapter of the  National  Soc iety  C olonial  Dames  XV II  C entury,"  s tated  C ounc ilwoman Kepert. "The  Davis
House, which once  served as  the  meeting place  for the  Brookhaven Town government, is  one  of the  most  his toric
houses  in  the  Town.  Des ignating  these  his toric  places  and  working  to  res tore  them  is  of  great  importance  in
preserving our community's  vibrant pas t."

A fter two years  of work, in September 2012  res toration of the Davis  House exterior was  completed. I t inc luded roof
replacement; exterior res toration; masonry work; engineering services  assoc iated with the completion of the interior
s truc tural  timber  res toration;  recons truc tion  of  a  new timber  framed  front  porch, and  completion  of  the  exterior
facade. O nce all interior renovations  are completed, the Davis  House will serve as  a multi-use community center for
local organizations .



For more information about the Davis  House and other his torical s ites  around the Town of Brookhaven, please vis it
www.brookhaven.org.
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